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SUBJECT: EXPULSION OF REVEREND ROBERT FERGUSON FROM SINGAPORE 

REF: STATE 020608 

1 . SEVERAL DAYS PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF REFTEL REVEREND SEAWARD 

(A FORMER COLLEAGUE OF REVEREND FERGUSON) CALLED ON VICE CONSUL 
AND CLAIMED THAT SINGAPORE IMMIGRATION HAD PROMISED REVEREND 
FERGUSON THAT IT WOULD SEND HIM A LETTER EXPLAINING THAT HIS 
EXPULSION FROM SINGAPORE (WHICH WAS RECINDED ONLY A FEW HOURS 
BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE) WAS A MISTAKE. SEAWARD ASKED IF EMBASSY 
HAD RECEIVED SUCH A LETTER AND WAS INFORMED THAT EMBASSY HAD 
RECEIVED NOTHING IN WRITING FROM THE GOS ON REVEREND FERGUSON. 

2. ON JANUARY 23 DCM REFERRED TO SEAWARD'S CALL DURING INFORMAL 
CONVERSATION WITH DEPUTY SECRETARY MFA, TAN BOON SENG. AND EX- 
PRESSED HOPE THAT GOS WOULD SEND A LETTER TO FERGUSON WHICH WOULD 
SERVE TO CLEAR FERGUSON OF ANY POSSIBLE SUSPICION THAT THE GOS 
BELIEVED HE HAD ENGAGED IN MISCONDUCT WHILE IN SINGAPORE. 

TAN SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO IT. SINCE REFTEL RECEIVED, TAN 
HAS BEEN UNAVAILABLE AND WILL BE OUT-OF-TOWN UNTIL FEBRUARY 
12. ON JANUARY 28 CONSUL PETERSON CALLED A SENIOR IMMIGRATION 
OFFICIAL, MR. FREDERICK SABAPATHY, AND URGED IMMIGRATION OFFICE 
TO ISSUE A STATEMENT. IMMIGRATION OFFICIAL INTIMATED HIS OFFICE 
HAD MADE A SERIOUS MISTAKE IN THE CASE, BUT BLANDLY IGNORED 
QUESTION OF SENDING A LETTER. 

3. ALTHOUGH DCM WILL APPROACH TAN BOON SENG AGAIN ON THIS 
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WHETHER GOS WILL BE WILLING TO PUT ANYTHING IN WRITING WHICH WOULD 
INDICATE THAT IT HAS MADE A MISTAKE. IT IS 

PROBABLY UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT ANY ASIAN GOVERNMENT TO DO MORE 
THAN ADMIT INFORMALLY THAT IT HAS MADE A MAJOR ERROR IN A 
CASE OF THIS KIND. THEREFORE, WHILE WE WILL MAKE ONE MORE 
EFFORT, WE THINK ASSEMBLIES OF GOD CHURCH MAY HAVE TO BE 
SATISFIED WITH LETTER FROM DEPARTMENT. 

4. IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES HAVE ADVISED CONSUL INFORMALLY THAT 
FERGUSON CASE WILL NOT IN ANY WAY PREJUDICE WORK PERMIT 
APPLICANTION FOR REPLACEMENT. HOWEVER, THEY HAVE ALSO POINTED 
OUT THAT NO PRELIMINARY GUARANTEES WILL BE GIVEN AND THAT ALL 
APPLICATIONS FOR WORK PERMITS WILL CONTINUE TO BE PROCESSED 

ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS WITH APPROVAL DEPENDENT UPON A GENUINE 
NEED FOR SERVICES OF FOREIGN NATIONAL. 

5. REVEREND DOWDY IN TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF ON 
JANUARY 30 STATED THAT THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD LOCAL CHURCH COUN- 
CIL INFORMED HER THAT WORK PERMIT APPLICATION HAD BEEN DISAPPROVED 
ON GROUNDS THAT HER POSITION IS EXCESS TO INFORMAL PERSONNEL 
"QUOTA" ALLOWED ASSEMBLIES OF GOD CHURCH OF SINGAPORE. 

SHE NOTED THAT FERGUSON'S REPLACEMENT WOULD BE WITHIN "QUOTA," 

BUT THAT HER ASSIGNMENT TO SINGAPORE HAD REPRESENTED A NEW 
POSITION- ONE WHICH SHE ALLEGES IS ESSENTIALLY REGIONAL IN CHAR 
CTER. FYI- REVEREND SEAWARD COMMENTED TO VICE CONSUL BIDDICK 
THAT SENIOR SINGAPOREAN LAY LEADER IN ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 
IS PERSONALLY SENSITIVE TO ASSIGNMENT OF FOREIGN NATIONALS TO 
LOCAL CHURCH. END FYI. 

6. IT IS EXPECTED THAT NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN TO REQUIRE 
REVEREND DOWDY'S DEPARTURE BEFORE FERGUSON'S R El . A CEMENT 
ARRIVES. MEANWHILE, EMBASSY HAS OFFERED TO ASSIST IN ANY 
APPROPRIATE WAY TO EXTEND HER STAY. 
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